
SLU-Madrid Spring Newsletter 

A Message from the Rector 

Dear alumni, supporters, and friends of Saint Louis University-Madrid: 

Welcome to the inaugural issue of the new SLU-Madrid alumni newsletter! I am 
thrilled to see the launch of this newsletter as part of our focus on deeper and 
stronger alumni engagement. I am eager to share news of exciting things happening 
in Madrid, as well as to hear back from you regarding the exciting things you, our 
alumni, are doing around the world. 

The story of SLU-Madrid is a story of exciting growth. We have more than 1,600 
students on campus this semester — a new record enrollment. The diverse student 
body is exceptional, with degree-seeking and study abroad students from more than 
80 countries, creating a culturally rich and vibrant environment that reflects diverse 
languages, cultural traditions and faith traditions. Yet, each student shares common 
characteristics of the desire to be bold and adventurous and commitment 
to understanding the world better. Our students give me so much hope for the future. 

Growth has not been limited to the student body. The campus footprint, made up of 
five distinct properties, continues to grow. We offer 23 majors that can be completed 
entirely at SLU-Madrid. We have added professional positions in academic advising, 
career services, institutional advancement and more to better support our students. 
We have expanded the faculty body, hiring incredible scholars from around the world 
who sought to become part of something special. It is an exciting time at SLU–Madrid. 
I feel so privileged and blessed to be part of this community. 



Yet, even as that exciting growth takes place, SLU-Madrid continues to be the 
campus you know and love: a close-knit community where human connection, 
relationships and a sense of belonging are paramount and where our shared mission 
matters. Those things will endure.   

Enjoy this inaugural issue. Keep in touch and let us know how you’re doing. And let 
me know when we can expect you back on campus. We look forward to welcoming 
you home! 

William P. Johnson, J.D. 
Rector 
Saint Louis University-Madrid 

Student Spotlight: 2026 Trip to Kenya 

Over the Semana Santa break, Saint 
Louis University-Madrid students 
participated in a 10-day conservation 
field course in Kenya led by 
Professor Iván Sánchez, Ph.D., in 
collaboration with Asociación Biomas 
(Bio+). Building on the success of the 
inaugural experience in 2025, the 
program blended hands-on ecological 
research with community-based 
conservation, working alongside 

Indigenous groups such as the Yaaku of the Mukogodo Forest. This academic trip 
offered students the opportunity to engage directly with local communities, deepen 
their understanding of African ecosystems and contribute to ongoing environmental 
initiatives.   

LEARN MORE 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewGL0F2MFYSlmT046PnkBAbPbrHr4CSxSmASLFrLx7c_B5sRJsZLuIGIIxylQONX-DS_zlp5rkzaaQK5isTgXSWVqW0yF67CVKyTAiV8Yhi4Y6hi3Ntz3bdGpD8zbSldpfQ/4q0/kJLWBK-2TAmYj2gJ5X_Sog/h0/h001.IdG3pRPGh4f1-R53ITMb3gaf4v3DzisKQ7U_ez5E6FY__;!!K543PA!KaOI-fLn-VT7oPsz3Q7oBn2MGo6sJJns5oxvei003W14DIX9FXuxcbzrNJv9cE1Okzf3jmzdfSY7iFfHCOvlwnvGV2oR9g$


Alumni Spotlights 
The Hon. Richard Tognarelli 
(‘71 A&S, ‘74 LAW) was 
inducted into the Christian 
Brothers College High School 
Alumni Hall of Fame in 
September in recognition of 
his outstanding contributions 
as a student and alumnus. He 
is retired from the Madison 
County Circuit Court. He and 
his wife, Gail, were members 
of SLU-Madrid’s first class. 

Felipe Queipo Rego 
(‘06) and Professor Laura Muro 
Royano, Ph.D., participated in the 
Second World Social Summit for 
Social Development in Doha, Qatar, in 
November. Queipo Rego is a program 
management and communications 
officer with the United Nations and has 
served for 17 years with a passion for 
strategic partnerships, civic 
engagement and sustainable 
development. On April 9, he received 
the Professional Achievement Award at 
the SLU-Madrid Distinguished Alumni 
Awards for advancing SLU’s mission 
through his work at the UN.   

Iván Lopez (’94) is the Managing Director of Deloitte in Madrid, Spain, where he 
leads strategic initiatives and advises clients across multiple industries. A dedicated 
alumnus, Ivan has played a key role in strengthening the connection between Deloitte 



and SLU-Madrid. Through his support and mentorship, many students and young 
alumni have secured valuable internship and employment opportunities at Deloitte. 

María Trigo Yuste (‘22) holds a Master’s in International Cooperation and 
Development from the Universidad Internacional Menéndez Pelayo. Now a técnico 
económico y de proyectos officer at the CIDEAL Foundation, she spends part of each 
year in Mauritania, Africa, supporting sustainable, climate-adapted agriculture and 
helping communities build self-sufficient irrigation systems. 

Faculty/Staff Spotlights 

César Rioja, SLU-Madrid’s 
Sports Director for over 25 
years, has long built community 
through sports and student life. 
His children, Rodrigo Rioja 
Achiaga ’28 and Alejandra Rioja 
Achiaga ’29—both International 
Business students—continue 
that legacy, sharing his Billikeño 
identity and passion for 
basketball. Rodrigo plays center 
in the Real Madrid Liga ACB 
League, while balancing 
athletics and academics, reflecting a family commitment to excellence and community 
and love of SLU-Madrid's global campus. 



Professor Paolo Saona, Ph.D., was an 
invited international scholar at the 
International Postgraduate Week hosted 
by Universidad Católica de la Santísima 
Concepción in Chile in November 2025. 
He led lectures and research workshops 
on sustainable finance and advanced 
methods, mentored graduate students, 
and presented work on ESG disclosure, 
corporate gender diversity, and 
governance—strengthening collaboration 
and enhancing postgraduate research and 
global engagement. 

Upcoming Events 

• June 2: SLU-Madrid Alumni Reception in St. Louis - Reconnect with 
classmates, meet Rector William P. Johnson and hear the latest updates from 
the Madrid campus. 

• June 6: SLU-Madrid Alumni Reception in Chicago - Hosted by fellow SLU-
Madrid alumni Brian, Barbara and Aaron Morrow, come together over Spanish 
tapas and hear the latest from the Madrid campus. 
  

• Nov. 4-8: SLU-Madrid Homecoming in Spain - Save the date and join us in 
Spain as we celebrate SLU-Madrid's Homecoming Weekend! Whether you 
studied at SLU-Madrid for a semester or all four years, all alumni and current 
parents are invited to this special weekend of events in Spain. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.yAWHLkb7QxrqAOlNdz1qpY0BcN5DP635XBHYgMHiDR2z1YtTS_YUofIdmW6XMSQTXvU-E4MAtORVT0YalXWIVQi72IfncRYIIhZjoK1Uxqz-qm-Jr5bLqc19Ju8gLoyJHrbQ8c_VHRVTuIBX0f6IafirQSmGYJT4t1R7D3I3qF4hKImiafG4Q7zb9j3ZTw72sMhIVCiN8v8C-ycYAEYAaQ/4q0/kJLWBK-2TAmYj2gJ5X_Sog/h1/h001.HSCfSYT9qyQZMbpsRbgWexPPtNqfJzn_98YXQNRtBwM__;!!K543PA!KaOI-fLn-VT7oPsz3Q7oBn2MGo6sJJns5oxvei003W14DIX9FXuxcbzrNJv9cE1Okzf3jmzdfSY7iFfHCOvlwnsQGAFe1Q$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.yAWHLkb7QxrqAOlNdz1qpY0BcN5DP635XBHYgMHiDR0yh2fhCDxiutf2Qa7ZQ4XLgHzktyr50jyRLhBdQYBrLIBfDdxFjyZjZofQETwk3bjNbRRW4tAVX0fpdY4juSItDy-qVw8Xzu_CsbkRCkOiLGzuc929GZQZp1gzeD1lErBzvlxCS-VyYoyW67qqkeA5HlC4yzYRhFPneLZ9-mHEMe4kyM3kZzJCkHch86cw3jJrd4GOBfkYITmvVWC7-nZr/4q0/kJLWBK-2TAmYj2gJ5X_Sog/h2/h001.AP9w6UsUeA50zrusQuVcIgfYxADXbTwArhpvN7qvDiY__;!!K543PA!KaOI-fLn-VT7oPsz3Q7oBn2MGo6sJJns5oxvei003W14DIX9FXuxcbzrNJv9cE1Okzf3jmzdfSY7iFfHCOvlwnsfYV5rMQ$


Alumni Tool and Opportunities 

• SLU-Madrid’s Department of Career Services can help alumni find 
opportunities, assist with graduate school applications and provide coaching 
and mentoring. Learn how to get involved, support current students and use 
resources to leverage your own next career opportunity. 

• Alumni with an active SLU email account are eligible for a free ApplyLab 
subscription. Find thousands of listings, get instant feedback on your resume, 
discover career fairs and networking opportunities worldwide and track the 
application process to keep yourself organized and see your growth over time. 
  

• We invite all alumni to stay connected and help shape the next generation of 
leaders. If you’re interested in mentoring a student, offering internship 
opportunities at your company or sharing career guidance, please take a few 
minutes to complete our alumni engagement survey. Your involvement can 
make a lasting impact on students’ professional journeys. 
  

• Are you an alum who graduated with a degree in psychology, or are you 
working in a similar field? Join the SLU-Madrid Psychology Alumni LinkedIn 
Group to connect with fellow professionals. 
  

• Join the SLU-Madrid Alumni LinkedIn Group! Open to all alumni, whether 
you spent a semester or four years on campus, this is a space to connect, 
share opportunities, exchange ideas and celebrate achievements. Stay 
engaged with events and updates while strengthening ties across Madrid, St. 
Louis and our global Billikeño community. 

Share Your Story 
We’d love to hear your SLU-Madrid story! Share it with us to help strengthen our 
alumni network and develop meaningful resources. 

• Fill out the alumni engagement survey. 
• Submit an alumni story, accomplishment or update, and we will contact you. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewGL0F2MFYSlmT046PnkBAbPyzKSV2ygizqA3wlWv3CyT7-maiMPGNwJ363fx7ipwsbsUisxM-fqm1-On0PwbcQgNACRkcbTzjhj1EQ6On5gI/4q0/kJLWBK-2TAmYj2gJ5X_Sog/h3/h001.56ZZVNGcu6wTCj8kYuTzl04Y81Sxn0Vls57oPzbCZeg__;!!K543PA!KaOI-fLn-VT7oPsz3Q7oBn2MGo6sJJns5oxvei003W14DIX9FXuxcbzrNJv9cE1Okzf3jmzdfSY7iFfHCOvlwntTep0HZg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewKiCfDP-TVh5hcqjnR-NYAxk074RtM38uhhIZwNrYMHI/4q0/kJLWBK-2TAmYj2gJ5X_Sog/h4/h001.19RnoVGQG_Ac29zaqQkpMFakEDZsDnMhqqy_zq47n3k__;!!K543PA!KaOI-fLn-VT7oPsz3Q7oBn2MGo6sJJns5oxvei003W14DIX9FXuxcbzrNJv9cE1Okzf3jmzdfSY7iFfHCOvlwntRho8YTg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewKiCfDP-TVh5hcqjnR-NYAxk074RtM38uhhIZwNrYMHI/4q0/kJLWBK-2TAmYj2gJ5X_Sog/h4/h001.19RnoVGQG_Ac29zaqQkpMFakEDZsDnMhqqy_zq47n3k__;!!K543PA!KaOI-fLn-VT7oPsz3Q7oBn2MGo6sJJns5oxvei003W14DIX9FXuxcbzrNJv9cE1Okzf3jmzdfSY7iFfHCOvlwntRho8YTg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jKKzQUcpHA9pz4v9f1hTAdC3VpYj437Kn1917GrbCATxaqnDDNLNESsd5umJJmKMK1X5-9g0Kp2nfJwQjGpSeShqBA7JzttVugpUgPA24JgvEm8FMNrzjxFXMK2TViQtBz-4KWyuHgZ5AY_A2BEp7rG33GhmEktfdmBtderOhI9F3p3lUjXorla8a_QY5K44fqP-eFQN-YUr2SS4bOahMg/4q0/kJLWBK-2TAmYj2gJ5X_Sog/h5/h001.ZIrv7u2zcwaJTutvPIvJrAGmwIm4z7GKh2Dmsp0aE18__;!!K543PA!KaOI-fLn-VT7oPsz3Q7oBn2MGo6sJJns5oxvei003W14DIX9FXuxcbzrNJv9cE1Okzf3jmzdfSY7iFfHCOvlwnsANi2yBg$
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The Billikeño Alumni Newsletter is published by the SLU-Madrid Office of 
Advancement. For questions or submissions, email alumni-madrid@slu.edu. We 
encourage you to forward and share this newsletter with the SLU-Madrid alum in your 
life, whether they studied on campus for a semester or four years.   

mailto:alumni-madrid@slu.edu
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